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Ans, under the bleſſing of 
e the pernicious influence of the 

contrary docttine, which aſſerts the rectitude of hu- 
man nature; and took riſe from the following ſen- 
tences, which were expreſſed in a Sermon deliver- 


ed, by a certain Divine, at Ayleſbury: 


« There is no ſuch thing in the world as ORIGINAL sIx. 
« Je are born AS PERFECT as ADAM was made. 

« To ſay that the fin of ADAM is come upon us, is THE 
« MOST HORRID BLASPH EMA. 

« Let people ſay what they will, you muſt be fined BY 
«© YOUR WORKS at /aft.” 


A SERMON. 
— 


Turxos of importance ſhould be treated in a 
ſerious manner. The ſubject of this Ser- 
mon is of great moment in regard to the 
chriſtian religion and the ſouls of men. 
The doctrine of original ſin is either nearly 
or remotely connected with all the leading 
articles of the chriſtian faith. It is a doc- 
trine which has been maintained by ſome 
of the firſt luminaries in the churches of 
England, Germany, and Holland. I am 
proud to look up to ſuch illuſtrious patrons 
and precedents, and bleſs my God for giv- 
ing me (though every way unworthy) an , 
inſight into, and an acquaintance with, this | 
important truth, a truth defended with ſo 
much zeal, and with ſuch force of argument 

by the Fathers, the noble Army of Mar- | | 
tyrs, and Divines of the firſt conſequence in | 
the whole world, As a foundation for the | 
A 2 thoughts . 
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thoughts I mean to ſuggeſt, I beg leave to 
refer your attention to 
* 


PSALM xiv. 2, 3. 
The Lord looked down fram heaven upon the 
children of men, to ſee if there were any that 
did underſtand and ſeek God. They are all 
gone aſide, they are all together become filthy ; 
there is none that doeth good, no, not one. 


Tur Pſalms. of David exhibit three things 
in a ſtriking and forcible manner, viz. The 
corrupt ſtate of human nature the method of 
ſalvation by a Redeemer— and the intimate 
communion which ſubſiſts between God and a 
renewed ſoul. The former of theſe is that 
which will more immediately engage our at- 
tention at this time. And this is neceſſary, 


that we may rightly underſtand the ſtate and 


condition of mankind in general, and our own 
ſtate in particular; that we may look out for 
a remedy, and inſtantly apply to Hin who 
< came to ſeek and to ſave that which was 
= 5 
The method I apprehend the moſt eligible 
to purſue, in proſecuting this ſubject, is, to 
lav 
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lay before you the judgment of ſome of the 
molt reſpectable divines the teſtimony of 
God's word—and the evidence of facts which 
lie open to the view of all mankind. And 
while we attend to theſe things, may God the 
Holy Ghoſt accompany the ol. with his 
bleſſing. 

Firſt, —I beg leave to call your attention 
to the avowed judgment of ſeveral great di- 
vines, whoſe teſtimony will certainly have no 
{mall weight with conſiderate and thinking 
men. 


ce Itis a clear caſe (an indubitable fact) 

ce that our firſt parents, by their fall, loſt their 

ce original purity, and that all their deſcend- 

© ants derived the ſame blemiſh and corrup- 
cc tion, to which we are {till ſubject.” 

Muſcutus, Com. Pla. on the Fall. 


Criminal ignorance, cont-mpt of God, 
ce and reſiſting the will of God, are all deadly 
ce ſins: and the fleſh cannot think, ſpeak, or 
« do any thing but what ſavours of ſin, and 
* 1s therefore contrary to Gad. Treks evils 


« are faſt rooted in the nature of man.“ 
Luther, on Gal, ii. 16. 
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« The uprightneſs and integrity of man, 
tc wherein he was firſ# created, is now lofi. 
ce The whole ſoul and body is now corrupted. 
* The whole harmony of man is diſſolved, 
e“ We are not only deprived of grace, but de- 
te filed with fin. The image of God is not 
te only raſed out, but the image of the devil 
* js imprinted upon our ſouls, All men, and 
* all of men, being quite out of order.” 
Bp. Beveridge, Pri. Tho. 


te This corruption (the inherent depravity 
ce of our nature) is a poiſon ſo /ub/le, that it 
te penetrates into all the powers of the ſoul ; 
te ſo contagious, that it infects all the actions; 
cc ſo inveterate and Wande. that only omni- 

potent grace can heal it.” 
Dr. Bates, Har. of Div. Attrib. 


cc Men do not underſtand the ſin of their 
t nature, and that becauſe of their moral ac- 
te tions and good behaviour before the world. 
« Men are not ſenſible af their change from 
* the image of Gad by creation into the 
te 1mage of the devil by corruption. They 
ce underſtand not the extent of original fin; 
the depravation of their natural faculties; 
« the 
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« the impotency of their will in regard to that 


& which is good.” 
Charnock's Wor, Vol. II. p. 37. 


Men are too ſuperficial in their enquiries 
after truth, and too much prejudiced in favour 
of their own good condition, eaſily to diſ- 
cover this doctrine and its very ſerious conſe- 


quences. 


« We all acknowledge (i. e. all who are not 
ce wiſe above the articles of our church) that 
ce there is an univerſal ſtain and depravation 
« upon man's nature, which perfectly incapa- 
te citates him for the enjoyment of God, and 
« pure converſe with him. The habit of 
ce holineſs, finding no principles of production 
ce jn a nature wholly corrupt, muſt needs be 
ce produced (if at all) by ſupernatural infu- 
« ſion, and conſequently proceed not from 


ce acquiſition, but from gift.” 
| Dr. Rob. South, Ser, Vol. III. 


« Every ſon and daughter of Adam is, by 
cc nature, averſe to God, and inclined to fin, 
« a child of diſobedience and death.” 

Dr. Watts, World to come, Ser. IV. 
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« Spiritual death is both fin, and the natural 
* conſequence of the firſt ſin. It renders man 
ce vile, and incapacitates him to perform thoſe 
* works which alone are worthy of him.“ 


Dr. H. Whitſuus, Oecon. of the Cov, 
Book I. ch. 5, ſec. 10. 


re Orgia fin is the fault and corruption | 
* of the nature of every man, that naturally 
« is engendered of the offspring of Adam, 
« Whereby man is very far gone from ori- 
ce ginal righteouſneſs, and is of his own na- 
* ture inclined to evil.” 


Church of Eng. Art. IX. 


« Man of his own nature (fince the fall) is 
e fleſhly and carnal, corrupt and nought, s. 
te obedient to God, without any ſpark of 
* goodneſs in him, only given to evil thoughts 
« and wicked deeds.” 


bid. Hom. I. for Whit. Sun. 


Iniquity is not an adventitious thing, 
te catched from example, or contracted by 
« careleſſneſs. Theſe may increaſe, but theſe 
cc do not occaſi ion the moral malady. A ſinful 
* diſpoſition is as early as our being; the very 
ſc mould i in which all our faculties are caſt. 


— If 
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 — Tf ve were all created after the 
* ſimilitude of God in and with Adam, it muſt 
4e follow, that we all fell from our conformity 
* to God, in and with Adam.“ 
Rev. Mr. Hervey, Ther. and Aſp. 


ec The heart, in ſcripture, is ſaid to be de- 
« ceitful aboye all things and deſperately 
tc wicked. Its bias of innate corruption gives 
« 1t a perpetual tendency downwards into vice 
ce and diſorder. — Experience may convince 
c“ you, that almoſt every deſire has a propen- 
ce ſity to wander into an improper direction; 
ce that every paſſion tends to exceſs; and that 
ce around your imagination there perpetuall; 
« crowds a whole ſwarm of vain and cor- 
6 rupting thoughts *.“ 


Rev. Hugh Blair, Ser, Vol. II. 


If the Reader is candid and open to conviction, and 
wiſhes more fully to underſtand the ſubject, he may be 
aſſiſted in his enquiries by conſulting Preſident Edwards 
on Original Sin, faid to be a capital performance Dr. 
Riagely upon the ſubject, in his Body of Divinity —Ven's 
Complete Duty of Man, a valuable work, p. 48 to 71. 
Dr. Owen on Indwelling Sin—And the Rew, Mr, Fletcher's 
Appeal to Matter of Fact and Common Senſe, in which 
the author eſtabliſhes the point in debate by thirty-ſix 
forcible arguments, | 


The 
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The learned and reſpectable advocates for 
the doctrine in queſtion form a conſtellation 
of the firſt magnitude; they are exalted, bril- 
liant, and numberleſs. A dog may bark at 
the moon, but cannot prevent 1ts ſhining, 
Charges of blaſphemy are more eaſily made 
than /upported. 

I ſhall in the next place engage your atten- 
tion to ſeveral paſſages of Holy Scripture 
paſſages which either directly or indirectly 
ſupport the doctrine in debate. Adam was 
created pure and holy. By temptation he fell 
from that happy ſtate. He became corrupt 
and impure, univerſally ſo, in all his powers 
and faculties, Now he begat a ſon, not be- 
fore, but after his fall and defection from 
God: whence it is reaſonable to infer, that 
his ſon was neceſſarily unholy and 1mpure ; 
for, © Who can bring a clean thing out of 
an unclean? Not one.” Hence the ſacred 
hiſtorian emphatically obſerves, that Adam 
begat a ſon in his own likeneſs,” not in that 
likeneſs of God in which himſelf had been 
created, Sometimes, when beholding an ele- 
gant manſion in ruins, I have been reminded 
of a much more important ruin, in which 

myſelt 


1 

myſelf and all my fellow creatures are in- 
volved. When our firſt parents fell, the 
whole of man, his powers, faculties, and beſt 
intereſts, were thrown into general confuſion 
and irreparable ruin! Irreparable, as to any 
power or ability ia man to recover and rein- 
ſtate himſelf. The eye of the underſtanding 
was put out, the will became refractory and 
obſtinate, and the whole heart deceitful and 
deſperately wicked. An infant is generally 
conſidered as an innocent creature, and, in 
regard to actual tranſgreſſion, it certainly is 
ſo; but, in regard to hereditary guilt and a cor- 
rupt nature, it is far otherwiſe; it is unclean, 
and replete with all the ſeeds of folly and fin. 
& Fooliſhneſs is bound up in the heart of a 
child.” Prov. xxii. 15. The blood of Chriſt 
and the purifying influences of his Spirit arc 
neceſſary to the falvation of the dying infant. 
Theparents are polluted, and therefore the chil- 
dren are unclean. Such as die in infancy are. 
faved (not by virtue of native innocence, but) 
upon the ground of Chriſt's mediation and re- 
demption. We muſt believe this, or we muſt 
hold two ways of falvation, one for adults, 
and another for infants, But there is n other 

name, 
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name, power, authority, or means, whereby 
a ſou] can be ſaved, than the name of the 
Lord Jeſus, neither is there ſalvation in any 
other. Now, infants are either ſaved by Je- 
fus Chrift, or they are not. If they are not, 
then a man may deny original fin, and preach 
up native innocence with boldneſs. But, if 
they are ſaved by Jeſus Chriſt, the atoning 
Prieſt, the great Redeemer, original fin muſt 
be confeſſed, or this glaring inconſiſtency will 
follow, that innocent creatures are ſaved by the 
ſufferings and death of the ſon of God!!! 

In regard to mankind, we may be certain 
of this, that where there is no ſin (either ac- 
tual, inherent, or imputed) there can be no 
death; for death is the proper wages of ſin, 
Rom. vi. 23. But infants die, therefore in- 
fants are the ſubjects of ſin in one or other of 
the above ſenſes, and his, is eaſy to deter- 
mine. To adminiſter ſevere puniſhment where 
there is no degree of guilt, 1s inconſiſtent with 
the perfections of Him who is © Judge of all 
the earth,” the righteous Judge, and muſt 
neceſſarily do the thing which is juſt, and act 
with a rectitude worthy of himſelf, 

If infants are born as perfect, in regard to the 

| innocency 
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innocency of their nature, © as Adam was 
created,” they are no way admiſſible to the 
goſpel diſpenſation; and to baptize them in the 
name of Jeſus Chrift is the moſt ridiculous, 
inconſiſtent, and abſurd formality that can 
take place! The goſpel diſpenſation is in- 
tended for the benefit of guilty, miſerable, 
ruined creatures *; and not for ſuch as are 
born equally as innocent as Adam was creat- 
ed, If God declares, that © the whole worl4 
is become guilty before him,” Rom. iii. 19, 
is it not a criminal inattention to the word of 
truth to think otherwiſe? Is it not a capital 
miſtake, a firſt-rate error, to ſay, a great part 
of the world (for infants compoſe a conſider- 
able part of the world) are as perfect, as in- 
nocent, as Adam was made ? Either Paul was 
wrong in aſſerting the doctrine of original ſin, 
or Socinian divines and others mult be wrong 


That the goſpel diſpenſation has ſuch for its objects, 


appears from the following paſſages. 


«© Jeſus Chriſt came to ſeek and to fave that which was 
lofi.” Mat. xviii. 11, * He died for the ungodly. Rom. 
v. 6. He died for our ins, the juſt for the wyjuft.”* 
1 Pet. iii. 18. By his ſtripes we are healed.” 1 Pet. 


u. 24. Add to theſe, Rev. iii. 17, 18; 1 Tim. i. 15. 
3 in 
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( 14 ) 
in oppoſing that doctrine. Sure it will be 
maſt ſafe for us to hold with an inſpired Apoſ- 
tle, and leave political, philoſophizing, and 
inferior divines to their ſpeculations and their 
fancies, | 

Where a veil of prejudice is drawn before 
the eye of the underſtanding, the mind muſt 
receive objects diſcoloured and in an obſcure 
way, the judgment muſt neceſſarily err, and 
„ Tf the blind lead the blind, muſt not both 
fall into the ditch ?** Their way is dark, and 
their ruin inevitable! Oh, eternal Spirit, 
ſhine upon the human mind with convinc- 
ing light from above ! 

In 2 point of ſo myſterious a nature and 
eternal conſequence, we muſt be determined 
by the Scripture. Can any man, diveſted 
of prejudice and prepoſſeſſion, read atten- 
tively Gen. iii. and vi.; Pſal. xiv. and liii.; 
Rom. i. ili. v. and vii.; and then deny ori- 
ginal ſin, and ſay that he who aſſerts it is a 
blaſphemer ? If he can and does, I hold, as 
Demoſthenes ſaid upon another occaſion, that 
man's mind to be diſordered. 


Upon reading thoſe chapters (in retired 


moments) I have made four remarks, and I 
| bug 
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beg leave to ſubmit them to the judgment 
of my hearers. 

If there had been no poiſonous four- 
tain, there certainly would have been no ſuch 
corrupt ſtreams. 

2. An unholy life, and that from the ear- 
lieſt infancy (ſee Pſal. lvili. 3), infallibly 
proves an unboly nature. That principles of 
fin are inberent principles. 

3. A corrupt converſation naturally pro- 
ceeds from a corrupt heart; and that an heart 
in every reſpect depraved muſt zecearily pro- 
duce a corrupt converſation; for, «© Out of 
the abundance of the heart the mouth ſpeak- 
eel. * | 

4. The fins ſpecified in the above chapters 
would abound much more than now they do, 
were it not for the reſtraining power and the 
over-ruling Providence of God, the benefit 
of human laws, and the happy influence of a 
well- conducted education, which ſome have 
the happineſs to receive. Bedlam itſelf would 
become intolerable to its miſerable inhabi- 
tants, were it not for chains and diſcipline. 
And after all, wholeſome laws, and the beſt 

education, 
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education, are found ineffectual, as to eradi- 
cating the evils inherent in the human heart. 
They are rooted and grounded there. Only 


the ſaving grace of God, and the powerful 


operation of his Holy Spirit, will ever be 
found efectual. 

The Apoſtle Paul, in his Epiſtle to the Ro- 
mans, either g ſerts or denies the doctrine of ori- 
ginal and indwelling ſin. If he denies the doc- 
trine, what meaning is there in words? and if 
he maintains it, is he not, in the judgment of 
a certain Divine, * a horrid blaſphemer?“ — 
Blaſphemy! tremendous charge! and the more 
ſo to mz, as I have long conceived that he, 
Paul, did aſſert it; and not only Paul, but 
the other inſpired writers, as being taught by 
the ſame Spirit, and led into the ſame eſſen- 
tial truths. 

Deſirable as I am to advance pure and un- 
adulterated truth, Great God! have I been 
to this day © an horrid blaſphemer?” Oh, my 
ſoul, examine the Apoſtle with greater accu- 
racy and attention. Truth never ſuffers by 
fair inveſtigation. Suſpend every prejudice. 
Implore divine affiftance, Read and mark 
his every expreſſion, 


Rom. 


E 

Rom. iii. 9, * Jews and Gentiles are all un- 
der ſin.“ Deplorable condition ! * 4 under 
lin!” Is there no exception, no one exempt 
from the tremendous malady? Verſe 10, 
There is none righteous, NO NOT ONE.” 
Verſe 11, „ There is one that underſtand- 
ce eth; that knows and underſtands the truth, 
from inherent principles or improved abili- 
ties of his own. He is ſunk too low to riſe 
of himſelf, and by far too deep for others, ei- 
ther men or angels, to raiſe him. A true un- 
derſtanding is a ſpecial gift from the Son of 
God, and cometh down from above. 1 John 
v. 20.— The Apoſtle goes on, © There is 
ce none that ſeeketh after God. They are 400 
gone out of the way, they are together be- 
ce come unprofitable, there is none that doeth 
< good, no, not one. All the world is beco 


ce guilty before God, and therefore, as to an 


plea of innocence, * every mouth muſt be 
e ſtopped;” ver. 19. 

But when, and where, did all this miſchief 
begin? Who unbarred the fatal door, and 
thus let in an all-devouring monſter to prey 
upon mankind? Rom. v. 12. © By one man 


© (the firſt Adam) /in entered into the world, 
B c in 


44 


_—_— —— 


a 


| 
| 
F 
| 
| 
[ | 
[| 


| 
| 


E Þ 

ce in whom (e' d) all have ſinned.” Ver. 15, 
« Through the offence” (not offences, but 
through that one firſt offence by which the 
covenant was broke) © Through the offence 
« of one (i. e. Adam) many are dead: un- 
der the ſentence of death, and liable to all the 
tremendous evils included in the term. Ver. 
16, * The judgment was by one to condem- 
© nation,” Now, if the ſentence of condemna- 
tion and death does not extend to infants, as 
ſomeway involved in the general guilt, how 1s 
it we find that very ſentence executed upon them 
to this very day? and executed by the hand 
of a juſt Judge, who claims the ſole preroga- 
tive © to wound and to heal, to kill and to 
ce make alive? Ver. 18, © Judgment came 
ce upon all men to condemnation ; and that 
$7 the offence of one, namely, Adam.— 
Brom 19, © By one man's diſobedience many 
e were made ſinners,” All his natural de- 
ſcendants, ſays Dr. Guiſe, were ſubjected to a 
law-charge of guilt, and ſo ( 2j4%prwaos XATE= 
Feta) were judicially conſtituted ſinners, 
and condemned as ſuch. _ 

Let us, in the third place, conſider men 
and manners, circumſtances and facts; and 


arguments 


. 


arguments innumerable will ariſe in proof that 
man is a fallen and depraved creature. Ob- 
ſerve him in the ſeveral ſtages of his exiſtence 
here upon earth, from his infancy to his lateſt 
age. 
To the fond parental eye, the beauty of the 
child's perſon may hide the deformity of the 
mind; the fairneſs of the countenance may 
ſecrete the foulneſs of the heart. But, let the 
parent be impartial, let him attentively ex- 
amine whatever is obſervable in his child, and 
ſay whether there are not evident tokens of a 
corrupt nature? Do not the ſeeds of original 
ſin quickly ſpring up and appear, even before 
reaſon dawns, or there 1s any poſſibility of 
imitation ? Elſe, what means that heat of paſ- 
ſion revenge —ſelf- will —refraftorineſs—and 
obſtinacy, which appear in children? Do theſe 
prove an untainted innocency! Do theſe be- 
token a perfection of nature, © and that there 
is no ſuch thing in the world as original 
fin ?” 
Go on from infancy to youth,—are thoſe 
early ſhoots checked in their growth, and are 
the ſeeds eradicated? Far from it. The in- 
feraal lants are grown up, are now in full 
B 2 bloom, 
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bloom, and under the con; oined rays of op- 
portunity and temptation the poiſonous fruits 
are ripening apace ! Hence thoſe corrupt at- 
fections — obſtinacy of temper headſtrong 
paſſions—diſinclination to religious exerciſes 
and that natural turn for diſſimulation and 
falſchood. See Pſal. lviii. 3. 

All the tears of the parent, all the remon- 
ftrances of the tutor, and all the diſcipline of 
the ſchools, are found ineffeCtual to expel, are 
weak and inſufficient to eradicate, theſe evils. 
They will break out; for, © That which is 
born of the fleſh,” in which dwells no good 
thing, “is fleſh.” Young men love prayer 
as Satan loves holine/s ; and nothing ſhort of 
the effectual grace of God can change the 
heart, and give a new and ſanctified bias to 
the affections. Addreſſes to God, and ad- 
dreſſes to young women, are attended with 
a very different degree of fervour. “ Lovers of 
pleaſures more than lovers of God, is a de- 
ſcriptive character of mankind, which every 
man of reflection muſt acknowledge juſt. 

In manhood, what ambition ſwells the heart! 
how the world and its numerous cares engroſs 
the attention. Invention racks her powers, 


induſtry 
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induſtry ranges round the world, leaves no 
ſtone unturned. The heart beats high with 
eager expectation of obtaining earthly good, 
and, alas! as oft ſinks down under painful dif- 
appointment. And yet, ſuch is the ſottiſh 
ſtupidity of our nature, that a man may feel 
himſelf thus mortified a thouſand times, and 
yet never reap inſtruction, nor once reſolve 
to give up the-fooliſh chaſe, and ſcek his hap- 
pineſs in God. The goſpel invites with ten- 
der accents, perſuades with powerful argu- 
ments, and admoniſhes with ſerious and weigh- 
ty reflections; but, alas! men retuſe to hear; 
and, perſiſting in their refuſal, the conſe- 
quences mult prove fatal to themſelves. Prov. 
1. 28—30. Oh, Ayl:fbury, what will become 
of thee! thy inhabitants regard not the word 
of the Lord, © they have no delight in it.“ 
Their condition has forced many a ſigh from 
my heart, to which God only is witneſs, and 
ſtill «© my foul ſha'l mourn for them in ſecret 
places.” Great God ! extend thy mercy to 
Ayleſoury ; diſplay the riches of thy grace in 
the ſalvation of many of its inhabitants. Give 
them to Know and approve the glorious gol- 
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pel of thy dear Son. Make the preachers 
ce ſons of thunder,” to “ cry aloud and not 
ſpare. Have mercy upon the riſing genera- 
tion, and bleſs them with the knowledge and 
love of Chriſt, that they may live ſoberly, 
righteouſly, and godly in this preſent world. 
Neglect of God's word is one of the crying 
fins of the day, and not the leaſt in this town. 
The ſound of the goſpel], though melodious 
as the ſongs of the redeemed in the heavenly 
world, is an unpleaſant ſound to the carnal 
ear. Looſe and profane ſongs at the tavern 
ſuit the taſte of mankind, and are abundantly 
more reliſhed than pſalms and hymns and 
bible truths. I appeal to every club in the 
kingdom; is not this the true ſtate of the caſe? 
Where then is the boaſted perfection of our 
nature? the dignity of man? his native inno- 
cence? Alas! © the crown is fallen from our 
head,” and our honour is laid in the "duſt. 
Pride may dictate other ſentiments, but it is 
neither our duty nor our intereſt to liſten to 
them. Theſe I apprehend will ſtand the teſt 
of ſcripture, I ſubmit them to your conſidera- 
tion; conſider them duly, weigh them in an 


impartial 
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impartial ſcale, and ſay are they true or falſe. 
They come from one who 1s deeply concern- 
ed for your eternal welfare. 

In the proſecution of buſineſs, what unwar- 
rantable methods are purſued to accumu- 
late wealth! Short weights and meaſures, 
adulterating different commodities, and a 
thouſand other arts to acquire gain. Self- 
gratification 1s the ruling principle by which 
all mankind are actuated, Buſineſs and plea- 
ſure occupy the minds of men, as though 
there was nothing elſe to be thought on from 
Monday morning to Sunday night “. 

Are not the luſts of the eye, the luſts of the 
fleſh, and the pride of * objects of daily 
purſuit? 

In advanced age we may obſerve every 


® TI have obſerved, with no ſmall concern of mind, that 
ſome of the ſhops in Ayleſbury are not completely ſhut up 
till late in the evening of a Lord's Day. Is this to fear the 
Mofi High, and to keep his commandments ? let the fourth 
Commandment ſay ! Is this a proof of loyalty and attach- 
ment to the KI N a, let his Majeſty's proclamation of June 
1, 1787, ſay. The Lord's Day is a touchſtone by which 
to try the Lord's diſciples. Where there is no regard to 
that, there 1s no love to him, 
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mark of a corrupt nature. How the poor en- 
feebled voice recapitulates the follies of paſt 
years! How the broken recolle&ion fatigues 
itſelf in ſearching out and bringing to view 
ſcenes of vanity and ſin! Infatuated period 
of life; time and opportunities are now irre- 
coverably gone! A dreadful account muſt be 
given, judgment is at hand, and an awful and 
tremendous ETERNITY is opening to view!!! 
Sin has not only entered, but it has abound- 
ed. It has ſpread univerſally. No age, no 
ſex, no condition, has eſcaped the dire conta- 
gion. Sin not only inheres, but it reigns. 
« Sin has reigned unto death.“ Its power 
and its dominion 1s moſt abſolute. Every ſon 
and every daughter of Adam is captivated by 
it, ſo as to be © tied and bound” with it as 
with a chain. Sin reigns in the wi, whereby 
it is become both corrupt and obſtinate. 
« We will not have this man to reign over 
us.” Now to reign in and over the will in 
man is government in the moſt abſolute ſenſe 
of the term, and fin reigns there, It reigns 
in the affeions: hence carnal pleaſure is the 
idol of the heart. At her ſhrine men offer a 
daily ſacrifice. Sports, luxuries, and vain 
3 amuſements, 


( 25 ) 
amuſements, are objects of eager purſuit. 
Men are, to all intents and purpoſes, © lovers 
of pleaſures more than lovers of God.” Sin 
reigns in the fancy. The powers of imagina- 
tion are ſo many chambers of imagery, where 
fits a number of infernal artiſts painting pollut- 
ed pictures, and exhibiting profanencſs in an 
undreſs. The fool looks and loves, indulges 
his profane thoughts, courts their ſtay, and 
wiſhes to realize in fact what appears in his 
fancy; © having eyes full of adultery, that 
cannot ceaſe from ſin.” Sin reigns in the 
temper; there it breeds, and brings forth vipers 
and ſcorpions: ſour looks, peeviſh and bitter 
reflections, fretful complaints, ſhort anſwers; 
and often diſturbs a family, a church, a king- 
dom! „He is of a bad temper” “ She is 
one of the worſt tempers you ever knew” Hare 
whiſpers heard in moſt companies. How- 
ever, do not miſtake an eaſy temper for ſav- 


ing grace. A good natural temper is a deſir- 
able bleſſing, but ſaving grace much more 


ſo.—Sin reigns over the mind, Hence that 
pride and loftineſs, which reſiſts all reproof, 
diſdains every inferior, and can brook no con- 
tradiction. If fin did not reign over the mind, 

ſelf conceit 
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ſelf-conceit would die, and ſelf-applauſe would 


give up the ghoſt, My dear hearers, remem - 


ber this, if the reign of fin 1s not broken by 
efficacious grace, it will infallibly terminate 
in eternal death. 

From what has been ſaid we may conclude, 
ft, That man 1s a fallen creature; once a 
noble manſion, now in utter ruins, 2dly, He 
is a weak creature, is without ſtrength,—a 
reed—a babe—a corpſe. 3dly, He is a diſbo- 
neſt creature; hence the flagrant evils which 
abound through the earth, injuſtice, perjury, 
robbery, frauds, violence, debauchery, flat- 
tery, forgery, adultery, &c. &c. 4thly, Man 
is a fockſh creature; let the wifdom of God 
prove it; ſee Prov. xxii. 15; Jer. x. 8; Tit. 
it. 3- What fooliſh paſtimes, practices, and 


ſongs, do men delight in! Sthly, He is a 
filthy creature, the dog and the ſwine not more 


ſo, to which therefore he is juſtly compared. 
Let the hotels, brothels, and ſtews, produce 
their teſtimony. 6thly, Man is a preſumptu- 
ous creature; he will ridicule the Holy Scrip- 


| tures, blaſpheme the God of heaven, and 


damn his foul to hell. May I not appeal to 
your own knowledge? You have heard, and 
| you 
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you have ſhuddered ? 7thly, He is a diabolical 
creature. Pride and cruelty are leading cha- 
racteriſtics of man, and ſhew his kindred. 
He is proud; proud, either of his native or 
acquired excellencies; the comelineſs of his 
perſon, the wiſdom of his mind, the greatneſs 
of his poſſeſſions, the elegance of his dreſs, 
the goodneſs of his heart, or the uprightneſs 
of his life. He 1s cruel; hence he 1s compar- 
ed to the beaſts, to the wolf, the bear, and 
the dog. Is man cruel? let hiſtory, ſacred and 
profane, reply. Deſtructive wars, violent 
perſecutions, horrid maſſacres, ſecret murders, 
brutal games, family diſcords, and add to 
this THE ArRICAN SLAVE TRADE. Let theſe 
prove my aſſertion true. Hence I conclude, 
Sthly, Man is a ruined creature, except THE 
GRACE of God prevent. 

IMPROVEMENT. Hence we ſee, Firſt, a 
reaſon for our Saviour's exhortation, * Be- 
ware of men.” No creature in the univerſe is 
fo bad. Act with precaution in every ſtep, 
for your own ſecurity. © Be wiſe as ſer- 
pents.” Hence we ſee, in the ſecond place, 
a reaſon why Jzsus CarisT died. H died 
for guilty man, © the uſt for the uf, that 
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be might bring us to God;“ delivering us 


from our ſins here, and from wrath and hell 
hereafter. He came to ſeck and to fave that 
which was loſt; and, bleſſed be his name, “he 
15 able to ſave to the uttermoſt all that come 
unto God by him.” Take encouragement, 
poor trembling ſinner ; thou art conſcious of 
thy diſcaſe, come to the good Phyſician, he 
can heal you efettually, and will heal you 
freely. 

Is man ſuch a guilty, miſcrable, and wretch- 
ed creature? Then, in the third place, we ſee 
a reaſon why a man muſt be regenerated, born 
again, He has unmade himſelf, and he muſt 
be new made, or he never can ſee the king- 
dom of God, Jeſus Chriſt being witneſs. Read 


John, chap. iii. 


In the fourth and laſt place, we ſee the glory 
and excellency of that grace by which ſuch 
wretched, deplorably wretched creatures are 
recovered. Ir 1s rich, free, and everlaſting. 
Look unto Jeſus Chriſt, then, all ye ends of 
the earth, and be ye faved; for he is God, and 
beſide him there 1s no Saviour, His effica- 
cious blood is ſufficient to cleanſe away all 
your guilt, His all-perfect righteouſneſs is 

ſufficient 


( 29 ) 
ſufficient to recommend you to God, and to 
juſtify you 1n his ſight. His Spirit 1s all-pow- 
erful to form you to a meetneſs for his king- 
dom and glory, Come unto him, poor fear- 
ful ſoul, caſt thy burthen upon the Lord, he 
ſhall ſuſtain thee. His promiſes ſhall comfort 
thee in diſtreſs, his grace ſhall ſtrengthen thee 
in weakneſs, his power ſhall defend thee in 
danger, and his glory ſhall crown thee for ever. 
Now, to God, the Father, the Son, and the 


Holy Ghoſt, be equal and everlaſting praiſes 
aſcribed, Amen. | 
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A CARD TO THE PUBLIC. 


ce Let people ſay what they will, you muſt be 
« ſaved by your works at laſt.” 


REMARKS.— Theſe words are either true or 
they are falſe. If they are true, few will be 
ſaved; becauſe conſiſtency of character and 
good works are very ſcarce things. If they 
are falſe, then none can be ſaved in that way. 
If they contain ſound doctrine, then Cardinal 
Bellarmine was certainly right in contending for 
falvation by our own good works; and it was 


very fooliſh in him, when near his end, to ſay, 
« Well, after all, I believe it is be/# to depend 
« on Jeſus Chriſt alone.” However, to prove 
their truth or falſehood, let us bring them to 
the touchſtone, the Scripture ; © to the law 
« and to the teſtimony, if they ſpeak not ac- 
« cording to this word, it is becauſe there is 
te no light in them.“ Now, mind the expreſ- 
ſion, and try it fairly, and examine it tho- 
roughly. 
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roughly.— Lou muſt be ſaved by your works at 
laſt. 

« By the deeds of the law ſhall zo fleſh be 
ce juſtified.” Rom. iii. 20. Ver. 28, We 
« conclude that a man is juſtified by faith 
« without the deeds of the law. Not by 
« works of righteouſneſs which we have done, 
« but of his own mercy he hath ſaved us.“ 
Tit. iii. 5.—“ A man is not juſtified by the 
ce 2works of the law.“ Gal. ii. 16. Now juſti- 
fication is the very b2/is of ſalvation, ſo that 
if a man 1s not juſtified by his own works, we 
may be certain he cannot be /aved by them. 
So that if he is ſaved at all, it muſt be in ſome 
other way, and that way is ſet forth in the goſ- 
pel — Chriſt and his 4/094 — Chriſt and his 
righteouſneſs Chriſt and his intercæſſion.—Chriſt 
and his Spirit.—And if theſe are not ſufficient 
for a man's ſalvation, his own works are too 
inconſiderable to make them ſo.—“ He hath 
« ſaved us, not according to our works, but 
ce according to his own purpoſe and grace, 
« which was given us in Chriſt Jeſus be- 
c fore the world began.” 2 Tim. 1. 9. Read 
Epheſ. ii. 8, 9, 10.—Now, © let people ſay 

| «© what 
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© what they will” you muſt be ſaved “ gy 
« GRACE” after all. 


N. B. What has been ſaid does not militate 
againſt the practice of good works. We pro- 
vide for the intereſts of morality upon an 
evangelical and ſubſtantial ground. Effica- 
cious grace—the power of Chriſt—motives 
of love and gratitude—the indwelling Spirit 
of God. And theſe are found to be /ufficient. 


